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ae WEEKLY HEALTH.O REPORT: 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required tosubmit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
sistently about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 


_try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 


nel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 


not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or longer, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases treated on a 
duty status, and deaths which occurred before admission tohospital or quar- 
ters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all traumatisms other than 
battle casualties (i.e., morbid conditions due toexternal causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy 
Under present conditions there would not be any direct admissions 
in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casualties. 
All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classified as 
"disease." The presence of Ports of Embarkation and of large numbers of 
casuals admitted should be borne in mind in making comparisons between Ser- 
vice Commands and individual stations. 


Admission rates° are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual andmonthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
@ year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. Appended is alist of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 


— Dome 


/ 


each of the Service Commands. This ratio may not be significant when the 
strength of aCommand is changing markedly or when a Command has a relatively 
large number of General Hospitals. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for “honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition toCDD’s and 
are tabulated on asomewhat different basis (e.g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in Way). 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore incomputing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment fdr the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included inthe report is atable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates fromallcauses, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported fromreception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases amongnewly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In rcading the detail tables, it should be borne inmind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 


Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

During the week ending 17 November 1944 the ad- 
mission rate from all causes increased fractionally 
(vy about 3 percent) to 571 per year per thousand 
strength. The current week's morbidity is about 15 
percent below that for the corresponding week of 1943. 

orbidity from disease increased slightly during the 
current week to 510 per thousand strength. 


The admission rate from injury decreased to 61 per 
thousand. This is the lowest rate reported so far 
this year but is not strictly comparable with rates 
reported prior to October; the current relatively low 
level of injuries reflects compliance with the recent-— 
ly issued directive regarding reportable injuries. 
This clarification provided that readmitted cases and 
injuries existing prior to entry into active service 
should be reported as “disease” rather than as “injury, " 
whereas previously these were reported as "injuries. " 
Because of this, it may be anticipated that the inju- 
ry admission rate for some weeks to come may show more 
of a downward tendency than would otherwise have pre- 
vailed. : 


Respiratory Causes: 

Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. increased 
slightly to 94 per thousand. During the past six 
weeks morbidity from these causes has varied only 
within the relatively narrow limits of 91 to 95 per 
thousand. The admission rate from these causes for 
the current week was about 15 percent lower than for 
the corresponding week of 1943. 


The admission rate from pneumonia decreased slightly 
for the second week to 8 per thousand and is currently 
at the lowest level since the middle of October. Mor- 
bidity from this cause was somewhat below that for the 
corresponding week of 1943, 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS —» | 


Common Communicable Diseases: 


__RESTRICTED | 


Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry into active service, {nersee 
to 40 per thousand which is the highest rate reported { 
so far this year except for the week ending 27 October. | 
The current week's increase reflects the tendency for . 

‘ 


the admission rate from these causes to increase gradu- | 
ally throughout the month, reaching a peak in the last 
week, 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery remained at 8 | 
per thousand, The number of new cases of meningitis val 
reported at 15 as compared with 22 for the previous wedd 
The number of new cases of rheumatic fever continued at]. 
about the same level as has prevailed during the past 
three months (namely, 40 to 60 cases per week). 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: oa 

The admission rate from disease increased in all 
Service Commands except the Second and Fourth. The 
greatest increases were reported by the Sixth, Seventh, 
First, and Third Service Commands. : 


The Third Service Command reported the highest mor- 
bidity from all causes (718 per thousand) and from dis- 
ease (673 per thousand), followed by the Second Service | 
Command which was the only other one to report morbidi- | 
ty from disease in excess of 600 per thousand, The § || 
lowest morbidity from all causes (508 per thousand) and] 
from disease (444 per thousand) was again registered in] 
the Eighth Service Command, which has continued to re-. 
port very low morbidity in recent months. a 


Most Service Commands reported lower morbidity from 
injuries, with the greatest decreases occurring in the 
First, Sixth, and Highth Service Commands and the Mili- |, 
tary District of Washington. Only the Fourth Service | 


Command (with a rate of 73 per thousand) reported an | 
admission rate from injury in excess of 65 per thousand, |: 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS CCONT’D) 


Rates of less than 50 per thousand were reported 
by the First, Second, Third, and Sixth Service Com 
mands and the Military District of Washington. 


Respiratory Causes: 
The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. 


again showed considerable variation from one Service 
Command to another. Increases of 10 percent or more 
were reported by the Sixth and Highth Service Com- 
mands and the Military District of Washington, while 
a decrease of similar magnitude occurred in the First 
Service Command. The Military District of Washington 
reported the highest morbidity from colds, influenza, 
etc, (157 per thousand), followed by tae Second, 
Third, and Ninth Service Commands (about 115 per 
thousand). Only the Fourth, Seventh, and Eighth 
Service Commands, with rates ranging between 79 and 
86 per thousand, reported morbidity of less than 100 
per thousand, 


Morbidity from pneumonia decreased notably in the 
Sixth Service Command and to a moderate degree in 
the majority of other Commands. Nonetheless, the 
Sixth Service Command, with a rate of 17 per thousand 
or more than double that for the country as a whole, 
reported the highest morbidity from this cause. 


Morbidity from "new" venereal (excluding EPTS) 
cases increased in all Service Commands except the 
Third and Eighth (in the latter only a fractional 
decrease occurred); the greatest increases were re- 
ported by the First, Fifth, and Sixth Service Com- 
mands. The First Service Command reported the 
highest morbidity from these causes (64 per 
thousand), followed by the Fifth Service Command (60 
per thousand)./ The high experience of the First 
Service Command is due ‘in part to the presence of 
task forte troops not under its jurisdiction. 
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All Service Commands reported relatively low mor- 
bidity from diarrhea and dysentery. Only the Fifth and 
Eighth Service Commands reported admission rates from 
these causes in excess of 10 per thousand. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 
The non-effective rate increased for the eighteenth 
consecutive week to 51.0 per thousand; this is the 
highest rate recorded during this war. More than 25 
percent of the current non-effective rate arises from 
days of treatment for cases evacuated from overseas ~ 
theaters. The non-effective rate for personnel sta- 
tioned in this country is estimated to be lower than in| 
19436 


PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 17 November 1944: 


The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining was | 
reported at 20,148 or about 400 more than for the pre- 
vious week. The number of non-battle injury patients 
remiining totaled about 30,200. The number of battle 
casualty patients remaining increased by about 1600 to 
number 27,907. 


CERTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 
During the week ending 17 November there were 4,803 
enlisted men discharged by CDD or about 200 less than — 


the previous week. About 50 percent of these dis- 
charges were reported by General Hospitals. Included 
among the 4,803 CDD's were 1,704 neuropsychiatric cases 
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FIRST SERVIGE GOMMAND 108549 166193 ee 8 31.0 
SECOND SERVIGE COMMAND | 946077 274845 15 9 9 
THIRD SERVIGE COMMAND 263625 321694 17 7 6 
MIL. DIST. OF WASHINGTON 60659. | a8 4 8 
FOURTH SERVICE COMMAND | 3105493 1366221 11 16 20 
FIFTH SERVIGE COMMAND 190905 222134 12 19 17 
SIXTH SERVIGE COMMAND 166074 : 212855 20 22 4 5 
SEVENTH SERVICE COMMAND | agqq05 461261 28 7 
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WEEK ENDING”? November isa SUMMARY FOR TOTAL UNITED STATES AND THE SERVICE COMMANDS 


ADMISSIONS 
nyyene 


DEATHS 


SERVICE MEAN 
COMMAND STRENG 


NUMBER OF 
OISPOSITIONS 


MEASLES 
SCARLET 
M’COGGIG 
MENINGITIS 
RHEUMATIG 
ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 


FIRST SERVICE COMMAND 80721 


SECOND SERVICE COMMAND 202985 


THIRD SERVIGE COMMAND 188062 


MIL. DIST. OF WASHINGTON 56737 


FOURTH SERVICE COMMAND 880233 


FIFTH SERVIGE GOMMAND 136964 


SIXTH SERVICE COMMAND 118733 


SEVENTH SERVIGE COMMAND 


EIGHTH SERVICE COMMAND 


FIRST SERVICE GOMMAND 94204 


SECOND SERVICE COMMAND 198963 


THIRD SERVIGE GCOMMAND 193452 


MIL. DIST. OF WASHINGTON 57623 


FOURTH SERVIGE GOMMAND 892072 


159004 


SIXTH SERVICE COMMAND 


128706 
SEVENTH SERVICE GOMMAND 340573 


EIGHTH SERVIGE GOMMAND 


NINTH SERVICE COMMAND 


843631 


537353 
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SECOND SERVICE COMMAND 202985 


1209 1147 


Atlantic City, N. J. 
AAF Redist. Sta. - 


3 
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Dix, Ft., N. J. 18062 757 8 


Kilmer, Cp., N. J. 21194 790 741 
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Stations Under 5000 
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TOTAL GENERAL HOSPITALS 12973 


TOTAL CONVALESCENT HOSP. 4381 
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NUMBER OF 
DISPOSITIONS BY CDD 
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STATION 
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AND 
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VENEREAL 

EXCLUDING 

EPTS* 

M’COCGIC 

MENINGITIS 

RHEUMATIC 

ATYPIGAL 

PNEUMONIA 


THIRD SERVICE COMMAND 
Aberdeen Prov. Grd., Md. 
Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md.(RH)§ 21932 


Patrick Henry, Cp., Va. 


Pickett, Cp., Va. 


Reynolds, Cp., Pae 


Stations Under 5000 
Strength & Misc. Units 


TOTAL-ALL STATIONS EXCEPT 
GEN. HOSP. & CONV. HOSP. 


TOTAL GENERAL HOSPITALS 
TOTAL CONVALESCENT HOSP 
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MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) (1) 
1-Polk, Cp., La. 


DIPHTHERIA (6) 


1-Dix, Ft., NJ. 
1-Walter Reed, G.H., D.C. 
1-Fletcher G.H., Ohio 
1-Riley, Ft., Kans. 
l-Majors Fld., Tex. 
1-Baxter G.H., Wash. 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (15) PARATYPHOID FEVER 


(2) 
2-San Antonio, Tex.,Avn.CdtJl-Grenier Fld., N.H. 
Ctr. |1-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
7-Gardner Fld., Calif. 
2-Lemoore AAF, Calif. 
1-March Fld., Calif. 
3-Minter Fld., Calif. 


TYPHUS FEVER (2) 


l-Avon Park AAF, Fla. 
l-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 


DYSENTERY AMEBIC (10) 
2-Devens, Ft., Mass. 
1-La Guardia A.T.C., N.Y. 
1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
1-Hendricks Fld., Ga. 
1-Newton D. Baker G.H.,W.W.! 
-McCoy, Cp., Wis. { 
1-Harlingen AAF, Tex. 
1-Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 
1-Vancouver Bks., Wash. 


(1) 
YMPHOCYTIC CHORIOMENINGITIS 
4-Sioux Falls AAF, S. Dak. 


FORM sG— 902 - 6 July 19l 
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POLIOMYELITIS (3) 


l-Aberdeen Prov. Grd., Md. 
l-Avon Park AAF, Fla. 
1-0'Reilly Gee, Moe 


1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
2-Bainbridge AAF, Ga. 
1-Eglin Fld., Fla. 
l-Jackson, Ft., S.C. 
1-La Garde G.H., Tex. 
2-Swift, Cp., Tex. 


FILARIASIS (8) 


1-Edwards, Cp., Mass. 
i-Langley Fld., Va. 
l-Miami Beach, Fla., A.G.& 
5.F. Redist. Sta. 
1-Winter G.H., Kans. 
1-Dibble G.H., Calif. 
Delayed Report 
Week ending 11/10 
3-Logan, Ft., Colo. 


ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (3) 


1-Brooke G.H., Tex. 
2-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


UNDULANT FEVER (3) 


1-Maxwell Fld., Ala. 
-—Cochran Fld., Ga. 
1-Ashburn G.H., Tex. 


-—Canandaigua, N.Y. 
N-Hamilton, Ft., N.Y. 
i—Lee, Cp., Va. 
2-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
-Maxwell Fld., Ala. 
-Venice AAF, Fla. 
i—Smoky Hill AAF, Kans. 
-Moore Fld., Tex. 
i-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 


aa 


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (10) 


LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


MALARTA ACQUIRED IN U.S.(8)| INFECTIOUS HEPATITIS (78) 


1-Monmouth, Ft., N.d. 
6-Deshon G.H., Pa. 
2-Indiantown Gap, Pa. 
h-Lee, Cp., Va. 
1-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
1-Reynolds, Cp., Pa, 
1-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
6—Bragg, Ft., N.C. 
1-Dale Mabry Fld., Fla. 
1-Foster G.H., Miss. 
4-Gordon, Cp., Ga. 
2-Jackson, Ft., S.C. 
1-Kennedy G.H., Tenn. 
1-Lawson G.H., Ga. 
1-Miss. Ord. Plant, Miss. 
l-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
1-Smyrna AAF, Tenn. 
l-Billings G.H., Ind. 
l-Hayes, Ft., Ohio 
2-Nichols G.H., Ky. 
h-Knox, Ft., Ky. 
1-Wright Fld., Ohio 
3-Mayo G.H., Ill. 
1-Lowry Fld., Colo. 
2-Riley, Ft., Kans. 
1-Amarillo AAF, Tex. 
5-Barkeley, Cp., Tex. 
1-Chaffee, Cp., Ark. 
2-Claiborne, Cp., La. 
1-Harlingen AAF, Tex. 
3-Livingston, Cp., La. 
1-Maxey, Cp., Tex. 
3-McCloskey G.H., Tex. 
1-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
1-Barnes G.H., Wash. 
1-Cooke, Cp., Calif. 
l-Lewis, Ft., Wash. 
l-Muroc AAF, Calif. 
2-Ord, Ft., Calif. 


RESTRIC 


LISTING LIMITED 1 
STATIONS REPORTI 
10 OR MORE CASE 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISO 


37-Walterboro AAF, S.C 
18-Campbell, Cp., Ky. 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE 
11l-Lincolin AAF, Nebr. 


M’COCCIC MENINGI 


1-Ohio State Uni., 
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_ COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


FOR THE FOUR WEEK PERIOD ENDING 27 OCTOBER 1944 
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NATURE OF THE DATA: 

The data of this Monthly Report, like those of the 
Weekly Health Reports, have been taken from Forms 
86ab rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon 
General by every hospital and separate dispensary in 
the continental United States. However, unlike the 
Weekly Health Reports which are compiled on the basis 
of the figures as received, so as to place the infor- 
mation in circulation at the earliest possible time, 
the figures here presented for the four week pericd 
ending 27 October 1944 include the great majority of 
the corrected reports as well as reports received too 
late to be incorporated in the Weekly Health Report. 


This Report covers morbidity and mortality data for 
all individual stations with a strength of 1000 or 
over and gives details for admissions from venereal 
diseases and for neuropsychiatric cases, 


Charts showing morbidity trends from all causes, 
from all diseases combined, from injury, and from 
colds, influenza, etc. are presented on page 29. Sim- 
ilar charts for specified diseases appear on pages 31, 
33, and 35. A chart showing mortality trends is pre- 
sented on page 37. A summary for the month of the 
number of admissions and corresponding morbidity rates 
and of the number of deaths and corresponding mortal- 
ity rates for the United States as a whole and for the 
Service Commands is given on page 38. The most per- 
tinent morbidity data for individual stations are pre- 
sented on pages 39 to 65. On pages 66 and 67 the 
seven stations with the highest rates of admission 
during the month are shown for each of the morbidity 
categories considered. 


In reading the detailed tables, it should be borne 


|.in mind that morbidity (or mortality) rates based on 
small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this 
reason the symbol "?" has been placed after rates 
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_ the minimm rates for the year registered during the 


Ce ee 
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computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. Attention 
is directed to the definitions of admissions and admis-— 
sion rates and the discussion of the proportion of | 
total Army strength included in the stations covered by| 
this Report as given on page 2. The term "month" in | 
this report is used to denote the four or five week 
period based on the number of deka in the calendar 
month. 


MORBIDITY FROM ALL CAUSES: DISEASE AND INJURY 
Admission rates from all causes and from disease 
increased fractionally (by about 1 percent) in October. 

The Navy's morbidity experience at shore stations in 
the continental United States showed a similar increase 
in October over September. Although morbidity during 
September and October has been about 5 percent above 


period from June through August, current experience is 
well under that of the winter and spring months of this 
year. The October admission rate from all causes (577 
per year per thousand strength), while the highest 
during the last five months, was nonetheless 12 percent 
below the rate for October 1943, which was the lowest 

recorded that year. | 


The admission rate from injury decreased to 66 per 
thousand; except for April this is the lowest rate 
reported this year. It is believed that the current 
relatively low level of injuries reflects compliance 
With the recently issued directive in regard to the 
reporting of readmitted and EPTS injuries as "disease" 
rather than as "injury." Current morbidity from injury 
is about 15 percent lower than for the COnnO ERE 
month of 1943. : | 


Higher morbidity from disease in October as compared) 


with September was reported by every Service Command 
except the Fourth and Fifth, in which moderate 
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ae occurred, The greatest increases were 
registered in the First, Second, and Third Service 
Commands, in all of which a rise of more than 10 per- 
‘cent was registered. 


The Second Service Command reported in October the 
highest admission rates from all causes and from dis— 
lease (both being about 25 percent higher than for the 
country as a whole). The lowest admission rates from 
all causes and from disease were registered in the 
Eighth Service Command (both about 10 percent under 
| the United States rates). With the seasonal increase 
Jin the admission rate from respiratory diseases, the 
lyariations by Service Command in the admission rate 
| from all diseases tend to increase as compared with 
ithe summer months. 


E 

| ‘The highest morbidity.from injury was reported by 

{the Fourth and Eighth Service Commands (about 73 per 

| thousand), no other Command having a rate in excess 
of 65 per thousand. The lowest admission rates were 

|recorded in the First and Second Service Commands and 
the Military District of Washington, all of which had 

|rates of between 50 and 55 per thousand. 


RESPIRATORY DISEASES: 

_ The October admission rate from colds, influenza, 
etc. was 92 per thousand or almost 15 percent in 
excess of that for September. For the last three 
months there has been a steady, although moderate, 
increase in the admission rate from these causes from 
jthe very low level which prevailed during the summer 
} months, 
|percent lower than for October 1943 and more than 80 
Fereent under the peak rate of December 1943. 


Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. increased in 


all Service Commands except the Fifth, in which only a 


fractional decrease occurred. 
or more were reported by the First, Second, Third, 
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COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (CONT’ D) : 


Nevertheless the rate for October 1944 was 12 


Increases of 15 percent 


Fourth, and Ninth Service Commands and the Military 

District of Washington. The Military District of Wash- 
ington reported the highest morbidity from these causes 
(161 per thousand) followed by the Second Service Com— 


mand (139 per thousand), while the lowest rates 


occurred in the Fourth and Eighth Service Commands 
(about 80 per thousand). 


Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia combined 
increased almost 30 percent during October. Neverthe | 
less, current experience is about 15 percent lower than 
for October 1943 and is less = half the peak rate 
for December 1943. 


Morbidity from pneumonia was higher in October in © 


practically every Service Command. The Sixth Service 
Command continued to experience by far the highest 
admission rate from this cause; the October rate in 
this Command was about 40 percent higher than in Sept- 
ember and more than double the October rate for the 
country as a whole. 


In October atypical pneumonia accounted for slightly 
under 70 percent of all pneumonia admissions; this is a 
considerably lower proportion than during the previous 
two months when about 75 percent of the total cases 
were so reported. The percentage of pneumonia cases 
diagnosed as atypical was highest in the Fourth and 
Fifth Service Commands, in both of which the proportion 
was 75 percent or mores 
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DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY: . 
Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery decreased only 
slightly in October. In previous years the admission 
rate from these causes showed a considerable decline 
_|from August to October but this did not occur in 1944, 
in part because morbidity from these causes had been at 
a relatively low level during the summer months. As a 
result the admission rate for October 1944 was at 
about the same level as during the corresponding month 
of 1943 e 


VENEREAL DISEASES: 

Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding cases 
_ jcontracted prior to entry into active service, 
_|increased fractionally in October to 37.7 per thousand, 
which is the highest admission rate from these causes 
reported since February 1942. The Navy's experience 
_}|with venereal diseases was slightly lower in October 
than in September, but remained nevertheless at a rela- 
tively high level as contrasted with previous months, 


For the first time in four months the admission rate 
_|for syphilis, excluding EPTS cases, recorded a slight 

_ |decline in contrast with the previous slow upward trend 
of recent months. On the other hand the admission rate 
_ {from gonorrhea, excluding EPTS cases, continued its 

_ jupward movement and was at the highest level for any 
{month so far during this war. Morbidity from venereal 
_ {diseases other than syphilis and gonorrhea, excluding 
JEPTS cases, remained at 1.1 per thousand, which is the 
lowest figure thus far recorded. 


Markedly higher morbidity from venereal diseases, 
_jexcluding EPTS cases, was reported in October by the 
First and Second Service Commands, with no Service 


Command showing any significant decrease. It should 

be noted that the First and Second Service Commands 
contained a relatively large number of task force 
troops not under their jurisdiction, which troops 
account in large part for the relatively high morbidity 
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from venereal disease in these Commands. 


The highest morbidity from venereal disease, exclu- 
ding EPTS cases, was reported by the First and Fifth 
Service Commands, which had rates about 50 percent 
higher than for the country as a whole. Relatively low 
admission rates were recorded in the Military District 
of Washington and the Ninth Service Command. 


Morbidity represented by venereal EPTS cases was 
reported at 7.7 per thousand during October against 8.5 
per thousand for September, The admission rate from 
this cause has been decreasing steadily during recent 
months as a result of the downward trend in the number 
of men inducted into the Amy. Variations in the 
admission rate for venereal EPTS cases as between Ser- 
vice Commands have relatively little significance, 
because they reflect a different geographical and 
racial distribution of Amy personnel as compared with 
that of new inductees. 


The venereal disease cases remaining under treatment 
on 27 October are shown below: 


Venereal Disease Cases 
as Percent of All Cases 


Number Remaining 
Under Treatment 
Syphilis Other 
TOTAL U.S. 1437 1423 
I AL 30 
LE 68 113 
IiI 234 125 
10 29 
319 239 
71 168 
17 T2 
76 123 
376 
222 


Service 
Command 


PNEUMONIA So. 


MORBIDITY FROM —— DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY 
VENEREAL DISEASES 


CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


35 | 1 | | | 35 35 | | 35 
30 = PREUMONIA ee Screen ) 30 30 |__ DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY 30 
25 25 25 
; 
20 20 268 
aS be 
: 
z 15 15} Ise 
a z 
n mh 
5 10 10 —+ 10 e 
i.e) m 
° 52) 
5 5 5 ™ 
a > 
ra 1943 1944 1943 1944 S 
z (e) (0) 0G 
= JFMAMJJASONDJFMAMJJASOND JFMA MJY ASONDJFMAMJ JA S-O ND a) 
w _ 
\ fe?) 
: 6c 60 8645 | =i se 45 450 1 450 2 
= VENEREAL DISEASES VENEREAL DISEASES 0 
WHITE COLORED 2D 
5. 80 50 | 375 375 = 
WwW 52) 
bK 
< . 
. 40 40 30 = = 30 300 a 300 
s ae EG: 
z Pr 
=. 30 + 30 oe | 225 + 225. 
Te , 
SCH" est oF . 
20 20 Meccll . 150 oil 150 
g 1605 Rigi at 15 | aie ° 
ommo™ ememeemms TOTAL VENEREAL INCL. EPTS | =  peane: 
eumsemmeme TOTAL VENEREAL EXCL. EPTS Le 
omOmmomm GONORRHEA EXCL.EPTS Ommm cues 
10 ~ - ; —emxem SYPHILIS EXCL. EPTS 10 75 me 
—*—e— OTHER VENEREAL EXCL. EPTS 
a ee am ee ES ly x % AX yy fe X VS X (SS X HX. 
fo) O O fe) fo) 
JFMAMJJASONDJFMAMJJASOND JFMAMJJASOND JFMAMUJASOND 
1943 1944 1944 1944 


' 


‘ ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
RESTRICTED —3\— MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 


Volume IV - Report No. 46 | sg ae 
COMMENT ON RECENT 
| The great bulk of the cases remaining were. contracted 
after entry on active service. The number of syphilis 
| cases remaining at the end of October was about the 
same as for September, while the number of cases of 
other venereal diseases decreased 20 percent. Total 
venereal cases represented 1.70 percent of the total 
| number of patients remaining under treatment in hos- 
‘pital. The very mich longer duration of hospital- 
ization for syphilis is indicated by the fact that 
only 11 percent of the total venereal admissions 
| (excluding EPTS cases) were for this cause, even 
though 50 percent of the cases remaining under treat- 
| ment were syphilis cases. 


The total number of days lost from duty during 
October because of venereal disease was about 84,000 
| or an average of 21,000 per week; this represented a 
non-effective rate of °84 per thousand or about the 
oan as for the previous four months. 


The very much higher incidence of venereal disease 
| among colored as compared with white personnel is 
|} indicated in the chart on page 31. For colored troops 
jin 1944 morbidity from venereal disease, excluding 
| EPTS cases, has been consistently about seven times as 
| high. as for the remainder of the Amy, while for EPTS 
| cases the colored admission rate has been 30 times as 
high. 
| of venereal diseases by color are presented in the 


|Special Health Report contained in Weekly Health Report 


| Noo 43 (page 27)- 


| MEASLES: 

| Morbidity from measles increased slightly’ to .2 per 
thousand, which is about the same as reported during 
the previous two months and well below that for the 

| corresponding period of 1943. 


| Morbidity from mumps decreased about 20 percent in 
RESTRICTED 


More detailed data as to the September incidence 


DEVELOPMENTS (CONT D) | | 
October, but nevertheless remained considerably siahee 
than the rate for either measles or scarlet fever. The 
October 1944 rate is slightly higher than that for 
October 1943, which was the minimum rate recorded for 
that year. 


SCARLET FEVER: 

Morbidity from scarlet fever increased sharply 
(although only to .4 per thousand). Nevertheless, cur- 
rent experience is sanewhat lower than — the cor= 
responding period of 1943. 


MENINGOCOCCIC MENINGITIS: 

Morbidity from meningitis was reported at .3 per 
thousand for the third successive month. This is the 
same as during the period from September to November 
1943 when the lowest morbidity from this cause was 
recorded for that year. 
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COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS CCONT’D) 


RHEUMATIC FEVER: 

Morbidity from rheumatic fever remained at .7 per 
thousand, which is about the same as in October 1943 
although almost 70 percent under the peak rate reported 
from March to May 1944. The Seventh Service Command 
with a rate about four times as high as that for the 
remainder of the country continued to report the high- 
est morbidity from this cause. , 

TUBERCULOSIS : 

Morbidity from tuberculosis was at about the same 
level during October as for the year to date, namely, 
e9 per year per thousand strength. As of 27 October 
1944 there were 1512 cases of tuberculosis remaining 
under treatment; these represented .90 percent of all 

| patients in hospital. Of the 1512 cases remaining, 
651 were at Fitzsimons G.H., and 512 at Bruns G.H.} 
the patients at these two hospitals represented 77 
percent of the 1512 cases. 


MALARIA: 

Morbidity from malaria acquired in the United States 
remained at .2 per thousand for the fourth consecutive 
The current experience is about the same as 
that during the corresponding period of 1943. 


; The number of cases of malaria presumably acquired 
| overseas which were admitted or readmitted for treat~ 
ment in this country averaged about 890 per week or 
about 5 percent above the weekly average for Septem- 
ber and decidedly the highest figure so far recorded. 


As of 27 October 1944 there were 2224 cases of 
malaria remaining under treatment, representing 1.3 
percent of the total patients remaining in hospital. 
Only 16 of these 2224 cases of malaria were those 
where the disease was acquired in the United States, 
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NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS: 

The annual rate of admission for neuropsychiatric 
disorders increased by about 5 percent in October over 
the relatively high rate experienced in September. The 
rate of 48.0 per thousand in October is the highest 
recorded in the United States during this war. In part 
this increase reflects the effects of WD Cir. 370, 

12 September 1944 which provided that enlisted men not 
meeting the minimum standards for induction for whom no 
suitable assignments were available could be discharged 


Significant increases in morbidity from neuropsychi- 
atric disorders in October as contrasted with September 
occurred in the First, Second, Third, Fifth, Sixth, and 
Ninth Service Commands and the Military District of 
Washington, while only in the Fourth Service Command 
was any decrease registered. 


The Second Service Command reported by far the high- 
est morbidity from neuropsychiatric disorders (69 per 
thousand) in large part because of relatively high 
admissions at Atlantic City, AAF Redistribution Station 
and at General Hospitals. The lowest rates was repor- 
ted in the Sixth Service Command (23 per thousand). 


During October there was an average of 1840 CDD's 
per week given to enlisted men who were classified as 
neuropsychiatric cases as contrasted with 1660 per week 
as in September. The CDD's given during October for 
neuropsychiatric disorders represented 36 percent of 
all CDD's or considerably lower than the proportion 
during the previous five months (about 42 percent). 


In October there was a relatively sharp increase in 
admissions for organic neurological cases which, how- 
ever, account for less than 10 percent of the total 
neuropsychiatric admissions. The October rate for 
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NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 
The non-effective rate for October was reported at 


COMMENT ON RECENT 


-Jorganic neurological cases was about 25 percent above 
{the level of about 2.8 per thousand which prevailed 


during most of the previous months. Psychiatric cases 

accounted for 92 percent of the total neuropsychiatric 

_|admissions; only in the Fifth Service Command and the 

-|Military District of Washington was this proportion 
‘less than 85 percent. 


The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining under 
_|treatment as of 27 October 1944 was 19,924 or about 600 
-|more than at the end of September. The number of cases 
-|remaining at the end of October was at the highest 
}level reported so far during this war. In October both 


-fopen and locked ward cases increased; the number of 


_|open ward cases was the highest ever recorded, but the 
-Inumber of locked ward cases was not quite as high as at 
-|the end of June 1944. Neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
| represented 11.9 percent of all patients in hospital; 
open ward cases accounted fdr 8.8 percent and locked 
-|ward cases for 3.1 percent. 


| MORTALITY: 


47.6 per thousand strength or 15 percent higher than 
in September; most of this increase arose because of an 
increase in hospital population at General Hospitals. 
Despite lower admission rates, the non-effective rate 


for October 1944 was 23 percent higher than for October 


1943; this increase is more apparent than real since it 
is the result of the inclusion of days lost in General 
Hospitals by evacuees from overseas, who account for 
over 25 percent of the non-effective rate. The non- 
effective rate from injury in October was 8.9 per thou- 
sand, which is sanewhat higher than in previous months. 


Variations in the non-effective rate by Service Com 
mand do not reflect so much the variations in morbidity 
between Service Commands as the varying number of Gen- 
eral Hospitals in each Service Command. When compari- 
sons are made between the non-effective rates excluding 
General Hospitals, the variations in the non-effective 
rate by Service Command are seen to be very much 
smaller than when the days lost in General Hospitals 


Mortality from all causes during October was reported are included, as evidenced in the table below: 


|at 2.57 per year per thousand, or about the same as the 
-|rate for the year to date. The mortality rate from 

| disease at .56 per thousand was also about the same as 
| for the year to date. 


| It should be noted that reporting of deaths on Forms 

| 86ab is known to be incomplete, especially for deaths 

| from injury for which the understatement may have been 
as great as 15 percent. The mortality rate from injury 

when adjusted to allow for under-reporting would be 

| about 2.3 per thousand, resulting in an estimated total 

| death rate from all causes of 2.9 per thousand. 
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